TOUGH AS IRON 


An Omahan’s journey from 
serious injury to Ironman races. 
Live Well Nebraska Magazine 
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NEBRASKA LEGISLATURE 


A smaller 
budget gap, 
but tougher 
dlecisions 


Lawmakers’ actions last 
year will leave fewer 
options this session 


By Emity NITCHER 
WORLD-HERALD BUREAU 


LINCOLN — Nebraska lawmak- 
ers will be facing a familiar prob- 
lem in the coming legislative ses- 
sion: a budget shortfall. 

Last year, lawmakers closed a 
nearly $1 billion shortfall for the 
two-year period that began July 1. 

This time it’s $200 million, but 
decisions will be tougher. Last 
year, lawmakers cut some state 
spending, slowed other spending 
growth, tapped cash funds and 
drew $173 million from the state’s 
“rainy day” cash reserve. 

Then lagging tax collections this 
fiscal year opened a new budget gap. 

Senators already made some 
painful decisions last year, said 
State Sen. Kate Bolz of Lincoln, vice 
chairwoman of the budget-crafting 
Appropriations Committee. She said 
lawmakers did their best to make 
sure the choices didn’t have long- 
term impacts while protecting peo- 
ple and priorities. 

“That doesn’t leave us with as 
many options going into the next 
budget cycle,” she said. 

Choices include: additional bud- 
get cuts, tapping additional cash 
funds or drawing from the cash 
reserve to balance the budget. 

Raising taxes is likely off the 
table. 

Gov. Pete Ricketts said he wanted 
to balance the budget and constrain 
spending without raising taxes. 

The governor said last week that 
being six months into the current 
fiscal year also reduces the num- 
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THE UNKNOWNS 


Questions that 
will define the 


year ahead 


for Americans 


THE WASHINGTON Post 


The United States ushers in 2018 
with a lot of questions. 

Will President Donald Trump’s 
second year in office go better 
than his first? Will the #MeToo 
movement fizzle? Will the young 
immigrants brought here as chil- 
dren be deported? 

Here are some important un- 
knowns for 2018. We may have an- 
swers to all by the end of the year. 


The Russia probe 


The president’s fate is largely 
in the hands of the special counsel 
investigating Russian meddling 
in the 2016 presidential election. 
What does Robert Mueller know? 
Is Mueller’s team going to inter- 
view Trump? 

In December, Republican law- 
makers argued that those in- 
volved in the FBI probe favored 
Hillary Clinton over Trump in the 
election. Will intensifying efforts 
by Trump allies to discredit the 
FBI undercut public confidence in 
Mueller’s work? 

Will Trump fire Mueller? What 
would Republicans in Congress do 
then? 

Will Trump campaign aides Paul 


See Look ahead: Page 4 


CHILLY START TO 2018 


i Mf 
| Wig 


| 


KENT SIEVERS/THE WORLD-HERALD 


BRRRRRRRR-INGING 
IN THE NEW YEAR 


‘Temperatures low enough to make a person ‘into an ice cube’ aren't over yet 


By Kevin COLE 
AND CHRISTOPHER BURBACH 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITERS 


The old year and the new year 
exchanged a chilly greeting, mak- 
ing the holiday a good time to stay 
inside, although many still layered 
up and ventured out to welcome 
2018 with frosty breath. 

Among those who did: brothers 
Keyon and Jamari Williams, two 
of the 195 people who attended the 
Omaha Children’s Museum New 
Year’s Eve Bash. 

“When I first stepped outside, I 
was really cold,” said Keyon, 9. “I 
went back inside and it took about 
5 minutes to warm up.” 

Jamari, 7, confirmed that expe- 
rience with an observation that 
will sound familiar to anyone who 
spent a couple of minutes outdoors 
as 2017 skated into 2018. 

“I was about to turn into an ice 
cube,” Jamari said. 

Sunday, with a high of minus 1, 
was the coldest day Omaha has 


Rescue after explosion 


Omaha firefighters lift an 
injured person through a 
basement window. Midlands 


A last ride for Frost 


Coach and assistants reach 
their final goodbye with UCF 
at today’s Peach Bowl. Sports 
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HOMICIDES 


Center Omaha to watch Creighton take on Providence Sunday — and were warmed 
with a Bluejays win. At top, Diane Johnson of Omaha makes her way into the arena 
with glasses fogged by the collision of warm breath and cold air. 


(mahas total for 2017 on par with previous year 


25 of the 30 slain were shot in a year that saw the fewest shooting victims in a decade 


By EMERSON CLARRIDGE 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 


Fewer people were shot in Oma- 
ha last year than any other year in 
at least the last decade. 

Ninety-three survived; 25 did not. 

The 118 shooting victims in 2017 
were fewer than half of the num- 
ber shot in 2007, when retaliatory 
gang gunfire fueled an epidemic. 

Those who died accounted for 
most of the 30 homicide victims 
in Omaha in 2017, a total on par 
with the 29 killings recorded in 
2016. The lower numbers follow a 
record-high total in 2015, when 50 
people were slain. 


Shootings and homicides are 
inexorably connected, police offi- 
cials said, because so many people 
who die violently are shot. All but 
five of the 2017 homicide victims 
were killed by gunfire: two infants 
died at the hands of adults, one 
person was stabbed, another was 
beaten and the fifth was struck by 
someone in a pickup. 

Among the victims in 2017 
were a 15-year-old girl who was 
killed as she sat in a sport utili- 
ty vehicle outside a jitney office, 
a developmentally delayed man 
shot by a stranger as he walked in 
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